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UNBOXING ABLEISM WITH DYLAN MARRON
Transcribed by: Adrienne Smith & David Widman - Humber College

DYLAN:   Even woke people use this product and have no idea. Today, I’m unboxing 
ableism.

  Hey, friends, I’m Dylan Marron, unboxing the most pervasive concept sold in the 
cultural marketplace and today, I’m looking into a product that I had no idea I 
owned until many of you requested that I unbox it. Let’s dig in, look inward and 
own up to some hard [bleep].

  Right when you open it up, you will notice the “r” word. This is not a great word 
but it really comes in handy when you want to describe something and prove 
to people that you’ve never encountered a thesaurus. Tack this on to the front 
of nouns as a way to subtly brag about your insensitivity and lack of creativity. 
You’re multi-faceted!

  Sick! It is a crowbar. Embedded subtitles are really helpful for people who are 
hearing impaired but totally disregard that if you feel it aesthetically gets in the 
way of your video.

[Grunting]

  Instead, opt for auto-subtitles, which often get the words wrong and make your 
video totally unwatchable for a large portion of the population.

  Huh… it is… a microphone. Um… oh, right! So, this is just, um, a sweet reminder 
that this product doesn’t at all get in the way of your presidential candidacy. In 
fact, when you use this product to imitate a reporter with a physical disability, 
your supporters will say that you just “tell it like it is” and that you’re brave for not 
caring about political correctness. Go, you!

  Oh, my god! Oh, my god! It is an acting award. Wow! Witness arts academies 
honor able-bodied actors over and over again for pretending they have a 
disability. Applaud their calculated performance of a lifestyle they’ve never 
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lived because after all, they’re method actors and they put two whole months of 
grueling research into this role.

[Applause]

 Thank you. Thank you.

  Alright. So, the last thing in here is a box of tissues. I have no idea why it’s here. 
Oh. Um. Well… I get it. Um, so, it’s just so that you can, like, misguidedly think 
that every person with a disability just, like, lives to inspire you. Um, and you 
can… keep these handy so that when you approach a stranger in a wheelchair, 
you can just tell them how proud you are of them, even though they’re probably 
just eager to get on with their day. But just know that their existence is really 
mostly about you.

[Crying and nose blowing]

 It’s just so inspiring.

  Well, friends, that is it for me. Unfortunately, you might have bought this product 
without knowing but the good news is that it is totally refundable!

Bye!

♪

[End of video]
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