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VOICE OVER: Good morning, everyone. 

What a lovely day, but it’s cold, isn’t it? It’s like a freezer out there. I 
certainly needed my woolly jacket. David, feel the radiator. Is it hot? Okay, 
well, perhaps it will get toasty in a bit. 

Okay, so today we are going to pick up on yesterday’s discussion about the 
Tudors, Henry VIII and life at court. We learned about how unpredictable 
the King was and some of the tensions in his life. Today we’re going to look 
at how ordinary people lived. 

Please sit down, Peter and Ann. And Margaret, be quiet and get your book. 

All right, yesterday we talked about how perilous life could be for those at 
court. Today we’re going to think about what ordinary people experienced 
and some of the perils they faced. What sorts of things do you think would 
be bad for them living in this time? 

That’s right, Angela. Most ordinary people were very poor, but what would 
that mean? 

Margaret, I won’t tell you again. 

If you are poor today, what does that mean? Yes, Alan, that’s right. 

You would have state benefit, but what would happen in Tudor times? No 
state benefit. Yes, that’s right. People would not be able to buy food, and 
they might get ill. What happens now if you are poor and get ill? Yes, yes, 
you go to the doctor’s or you go to the hospital, because it’s free and there 
are medicines and cures for sickness. But think about this time, no free 
medicine, no antibiotics, no cures for simple illnesses.


